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news because I wanted to see what was on
about the airline strike which was settled today,
and I thank the parties involved for doing that.
And there was a special on, as you might imag-
ine, about John Kennedy, since this is the 30th
anniversary of his death. And it showed a lot
of predictable footage, but I enjoyed watching
it all the same. And the people who were com-
menting on the channels I watched all pointed
out that everyone who was old enough to re-
member could tell you exactly where he or she
was at that moment on that fateful Friday 30
years ago.

But the thing that I was most moved by was
the comment that, at that time, 30 years ago,
the American people believed in their Govern-
ment and believed in their President and be-
lieved in the promise of democracy to improve
the lot of the people of this country and people
throughout the world. And of course, the com-
mentator went on to point out how much more
difficult it is today, not only in our country but

throughout the world because of economic stag-
nation, because of the pressures from the mid-
dle class, because of the continuing inability of
democracy to deliver on some of the deepest
hopes and dreams of humankind.

I say to you tonight that if we had more
people in public life like George Mitchell and
President Kim, the confidence of the people
of the world in democracy would go up, and
the confidence of the people of the United
States in who we are, what we believe in, and
what we’re capable of doing would increase. And
so I ask you tonight, as you honor them on
this fateful anniversary, to ask also of yourselves,
what can we do together to make people really
believe in the cause for which these men and
so many others have given so much.

Thank you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Ken Wollack, president of the institute.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Railroad Retirement Board
Report
November 22, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby submit to the Congress the Annual

Report of the Railroad Retirement Board for
Fiscal Year 1992, pursuant to the provisions of
section 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act

and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 22, 1993.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Campaign Finance
Reform
November 22, 1993

Today, the House of Representatives over-
whelmingly passed comprehensive campaign fi-
nance reform legislation based on my proposal
earlier this year.

The public has made clear that it expects
change in the way Washington works and poli-
tics is conducted. This legislation is a major step
toward ensuring that Government serves the na-

tional interest and not narrow interests. It sets
up a system of spending limits; it opens up
the airwaves to debate; it curbs the role of
PAC’s; and it bans the use of soft money in
Federal elections.
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I congratulate the House leadership for their
energetic effort to pass this difficult legislation,
and I look forward to signing the strongest pos-
sible bill when it reaches my desk in its final

form. All in all, this is a breakthrough for polit-
ical reform and a sign that we have heard the
American people.

Appointment for Deputy Counsel to the President
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he has
appointed Washington attorney Joel Klein to be
Deputy Counsel to the President. The appoint-
ment is effective December 1, 1993.

‘‘With a long and distinguished record of
achievement and public service, Joel Klein has
proven himself one of the finest lawyers in

Washington. His wisdom has been invaluable to
me on a number of occasions already, and I
expect that he will be an important advisor to
me as Deputy Counsel,’’ said the President.

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Treasurer of the United States
November 22, 1993

The President announced today that he has
nominated Ohio treasurer Mary Ellen Withrow
to be the Treasurer of the United States. The
position is subject to Senate confirmation.

‘‘Mary Ellen Withrow is an outstanding public
servant who has been widely recognized for her
innovative and efficient management of the peo-
ple of Ohio’s money,’’ said the President. ‘‘As

U.S. Treasurer she will play an important role
in our efforts to cut waste and improve the
management of public money in the Federal
Government.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
November 23, 1993

The President. I want to make a brief state-
ment; then I’ll answer a question or two.

The primary purpose of this meeting is for
me to have a chance to thank the bipartisan
congressional leadership for their cooperation
and for our good working relationship here in
this first year. I first met with this group on
January 26th. We’ve met many times since then.
I’ve been to Capitol Hill, I think, 15 times.
This is only the second time in 60 years when
there’s been no Presidential veto in a year.
Sometimes the major initiatives that were passed

were passed with partisan votes but many times
with bipartisan votes. And this was a remarkable
year.

We passed the big deficit reduction package,
which has kept interest rates down and inflation
down and has contributed to a major increase
in investment and job growth in the country.
We passed with bipartisan support national serv-
ice, NAFTA, the family and medical leave bill,
major flood relief for people in the Middle
West; both Houses have passed the campaign
finance bill, a crime bill, the Brady bill. Health
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